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ABSTRACT 

School safety patrols are a school lanageaent teaa 
■eaber and provide citizenship training- Pupils, through 
participation, can learn responsibility and leadership and develop 
their character. Patrol work is relevant and necessary, and the 
children are enthusiastic participants. Moreover, patrol vork 
stresses individual n^sds and huaan relations* Patrols need 
everyone's support. There is a job to be done In the safety patrol 
work throughout America that is vital — vital as life itself. The 
school safety patrol has a definite place in today's educational 
systea. (NH) 
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vMi vrs A cmi.D s un: woin u*^ 

I>r. AIloiJ H. Wotlcr. a rwuni supcrititondciit of Phihulelphia 
srhools. oiuv said.* Our ncIxm^Is will uvvvr tiMch anything more im- 
|M)rtant than tho prrsorxation ot* life itsvH/' A Ner> si^niticant state- 
ment In tin* superinteiuient ut a verv lar^e eitv. Tlieii on another 
oeeasioi» iie has said this. * What's a c hild's h'fe worth? A hundred 
doHars:* A tliousand dollars'::' A million dollars?" And then he hesi- 
tated lie o^lored and said. "I kno v that it it vvere niy child or 
urandeliild no anuumt ot money roold ever take its plaa^** Certainly 
thesi' stati* aen(s attested to one superintendent *s feelings of whether 
or not scln- ' satetx patn^ls fit into today s echicational program. 

Shaki»speare's Hi-nrx 1\' had this (juole; "Out ot the nettle (hinder 
Ui» phjc k the flower ot Satetx. 1 submit that the satet> patrol is one 
ot the mi»st beaulitui flowers in tlie satety field. It is of time and effort 
t(»o. The rewaids are ^reat not only tor the children, hut parents 
as wt*ll. 

\ow as to theethu ational \ alm*s ot the salety patrol, let me just say 
a few thiis^s. I think \ou1l ^et my point. 

PAiRoi s PHOMDi: (:rii/j:\smp tkainin(; 

Knun the earliest staucs ot cooperative planning lor s(h<M)l patrols 
thnm^h the st*\eral steps <>! nruani/.in^ iheni and all the tinie the 
patntls are in operation, they provicie an ontstandinfi opportunity for 
1 iti/tMisliip education. Two ol t'le major purposes of sch<H)l patrols are 
to t^ise pupils practice* iri c(K»p^tTati\e phnminu and to implement 
< IiissHKun instructitiM in saiet\ w idi meaningful activities in which the 
stiideuts have a lar^e measure ot vdt-direition. 

In carrxinu out their \arious patrol activaies. pupiK learn ahout the 
communitx: how to inake use lA its ri^sources, an<l so forth. School 
patr4)lsareden)oc ratii alI\ planned and. (Operated to represent learninu 
h\ doinvi at its In^st. B\ their \eiv nature, school patrols provide a 
pn»tecti\e inllucnci* for the entin: student hody. Through their rei^ular 
prestMue at designated places, through ♦heir personal example, and 
throuuli the carr\inu out of their duties, patrol menihers serve > 
c(intinual!\ to remind all pupils of sound practices which otherwise 
mi)i^ht easily he leit to chance. 

PAI HOI .S AHi: V SCHOOL MAN ACK MI.NT I I AM MKMBKR 

liut the protection the\ provide is a concouiitant \.nu^» it uoes 
alonu w ith, rather tlian is. the sdle rc»as(U) for having patnsis \ patrol 
can he tullv iustified on the educational \alues akuie. At many f)oints 
in a typical school prouram. situations exist reuularK that retpiire 

ERIC 



BEST copy mmi£ 

nianagemcnt controls which the teachers alone cannot provide. An 
etfective stiiool patrol prosrasn is a K^gical answer to the handhn^ ol 
these (KTurrin^ situations. 

Patrols not onl\ helj) \o achieve the orderly administration o» school 
roiititie but create the n»eans tor snUintf diiticult prohlems to the 
henetit of everyone concerned. In adrlition to their basic educational 
value, school patrols provide protection aj^^aiust injuries, save lives, 
save time in mass niovement of the student body an<i conserve pupil 
and teacher energies for other wcirthwhile activities. Yes, the school 
safety patrol tits intt» tculay s i (hicationaI system. 

PlPli.S I.KAKN rHU(>l(;H FAHlK'IPVnON 

What are mv tielinus as a school adnuiustrator rc^^anlin^ the ed- 
ucational role ot the srhool patrol? Well, I think thev provide the 
finest type of student participation available in elementary schools 
today, l^irticipation i • hasit to general education, to safety education 
and in patrol work in particular. They provide treniendous adminis- 
trative help in nmninu a ^ooci. safe scho(?L and it's been more tluui 2() 
vears anio th 't 1 was a principal o{ a Philadelphia public school and I 
can attest to their \alui*. Thev uive Rreat service and responsibility 
opportunities for vounusters and their sehools. They oiler fine leader- 
ship) developnjent for vounu people; they ^ive excellent citizenship 
educati(Ui and, Td like to a(hi one otlier thinii:: character edueatioii- 
something very inudi needed in the v\orld today. They hriuji^ about 
helpfid comnmnitv involvement Un the youngsters and tlieir schools. 
Yes. the satetv patrol tits into today's educaticmal activity. 

KDU AIIONAI. HOI.i; OF TODAY'S SAI KTY PATROLS 

()o satetv patrols lit into the educational picture in terms of educa- 
tional em|)hases and jar^oii. it you will, today':^ Let s l(K>k at .some of 
the things. 

Patrol Work is Needed 

In terms of need, there is a ureater need h)r a safety patrol today 
than ever. .\ jL^reat deal ot the emphasis on individualized instruction 
toda> has been part and parcel, teally, of the safety patrol movemonL 

Patrol Work is He levant 

Is the satc»tv j)atro! work relevant? Kducators talk today about 
relevancv iii conriection vv itli today's lite style? I think that, well, when 
we think of the speed of the vehicles, w hen we think of the complica- 
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tkms out on our stieets, where safety is so important > we see how 
iniiKirtant the patrols are today. 

Patrol Work Turns Kids On 

We t;dk in education today about turniuR the kids on. But we used 
to call it motivation. We nK>tivated the kids; we had them participate. 
Today that's not H at alK you have to turn them on. Well I can't think 
of anything that :urns kids on more than the safety patrol. Kid.s give 
their ripht arm, left arm, jierhaps a ftH)t or two also just to get on the 
safety patrol. It does turn them on! They want to do it in most cases. 

Patrol Work Emphasizes Team Teaching 

As tor tean) teaching which we hear so much about in education 
tixluy, school patrol members have been team members for a lonR> 
long time. They are a real teaching service in traffic safety to other 
boys and girls. 

Patrols Work in Instructional Pods 

We hear about large classnK>m spaces and instructional pods; the 
saiety patrol has been on wide city spaces and instructional pods at 
street intersectii)ns for many years. 

Patro! Work Stresses Indiv'dual Needs and Human Relations 

Ungraded instruction according to individual needs and situations? 
The vafetN patrol has been in the torefnmt of this type of instruction. 

CrUts issuesi* That's another thing we hear in education. It doesn't 
ring right with me but that's the way they talk. What is more basic 
than the preservation of life itself is my question to you! ^ 

They talk about the human relations. The safety patrol has always 
been out in the community with the kids and with the parents, and 
the other adults of the community, working like a hand and glove to 
achieve a purpose. 

Budget problems? Oh, we have these all over the place. Well, the 
AAA has solved that problem for the school as far as the safety patrols 
are concerned, with all their badges, materials and all * he other service. 

.And let me say for all the schools if I may, we are grateful. I think 
we err on the side of the fact that sometimes we do not express our 
appreciation, but believe me, deep down> what you provide for the 
sch(K)ls is a tremendous help. 

SAFETY PATROLS CAN NEVER BE 'OLD HAT" 

Educators and safety department members of AAA Clubs must ever 
be nn'ndful that each year a new group of youngsters comes in the 
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si^fety patrol Your plans, uperational information, a-.vards, and special 
fvents are new Uniuy . it s "oUl hat * to vou perhaps, but this activity 
can iiever be old hat. It s new ti) the kiii.s that are out there. Teachers, 
^•ro*essional and la\, must be lully a\var#* of this faet and m»\er U*t 
their enthusiasm lor the program drop oft. The teacher uno teaches 
the first graiie year after year ^ets terribly tired of teaching ttie same 
thinR» but she nnjst always remenih^T that this is a nc»w' ^roup of 
vouti^sters pert<»nnin^ mm an<l it s new to them. And then herenthu- 
sia>nu*oiues back. How abdut vciursr* 

FAIHOI.S AlU: A Ki:V LINK IN SCHOOL SAFKIV 
PROGRAMS 

Auain 1 re{>c-at. the s<1mm>1 safety patrol has a definite plaee in t(Khi\'s 
ethjcational system. Notice that I ni n«it ^oin^ into operational pro* 
cedires. thoMuh. I m just ^ivin^ you st^mv philosophy and (pi(»tes, that's 
all. School saietv patrols may well be ronsidi re<{ to be a key link in 
the sthool s safetv pro^^ram The> [)eeanie popular about two ^enera- 
tiotis ii^u in trattie problems in the vieinit) of urban schools. Such 
pat mis iiave the first mru of the sch(M>rs awareness of the traffic 
hazards of children, which lia\e been increasing year by vear. The 
growth and the successlul operation of these patrols in almo.t all 
urban areas oi the iouiitrx. saving lives anci preventinu injuries and 
traffh accidents, attrst to the use of them Si hool patrols represent 
perliaps the lu^hesf decree ot service, leafier hip, an<l cooperatiiui of 
whiih students are capable in elementary and jimior hi^h school-- 
midiile si hf>ol if >(iu will ~ levels. Tliey play a vital role in the reduc^ 
tion in traffic accidents of children: they help in the school's profession- 
al operations. 

\h)st safety patrols act as tlie chief draniati/ers of the safety ideal 
in tlie public nnnd. The ptiblic vvc>uld scarcely be aware of the safety 
efforts of the sclitH)l without tlie patrols out there. 

Perhaps no other form of sipiiticant safety activity is as important 
to the principal- the teachers, the students and the c<unmunity as is 
the saletv patrol. School safety patrol activities should [)e an intCRral 
part of the school's edmational proji;r;;m. Properly conceived, they 
sliouhl plav a si^n!ticant n»le in the lives of pupils in classrooms, 
schools anil connuuiiities in tlie directioii and deveh)pnient of the 
pnn)vr attitudes and practices in traffic safety. 

School safety patrol activities should lead ultimately to selfHontroI 
and desirable k^havior in traffic. The use of safety patrols in lo sense 
sliould take the place of the fullest measure of educational effort in 
thede\elopu)ent of imier discipline and self-control anioiuti: \\v^ (uipils. 
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s\i P viROLS \iu: iKi i v sknhm:kn oi safkty 

Thv miciuIkms ot tho si liuol s;iloty [Kitrol iu;i\ he \vi*!l lookinl upon 
as sL*nlini'U o\ sattt%. Vo\n\ one, thoir prc*NCiuc» on a street vomer, if 
the\ (lid nothing, else - aiui nt umrse they i!o — serves as a warnins to 
aiiv thou^httul niot^^rist tiuit children are present. They represent tiH) 
the pn^tevtive arm ot the prituipa!. tlie teachers and the parents and 
i(Hiser\ation ot ehiUi lite. Most of all, safety patrol members are teach- 
ers of safet> to other b(tys anti ^irls bv virtue of their example and 
instrwction. Few seiiools can av(jid recognizing the instrneticmal and 
ajlmiuistrative \alue of a K(Kk1 satt*ty patrol. 

FAiKoi.s \iu) i;\ i:uv()\i;s sLm>Ki 

Haxe \ou thnuuht about your patro! latels. realiy'r* For the patrol 
which sou have scune control over, have you had installations, cere- 
monies, spei iai assemblies. K»cal and town and vity newspaper cover- 
age. sihiH»l billletin boards. disj>la\s. training proj;Trams for lower 
grades, c hesr(H>ni cuts tor satetv patrni members, police (jtficers' talks 
roncerniuii the present situation, safety box suggestions for all students 
\o contribute to. special events in the safety patrol iand)oree, safety 
anpreciatioa da\ . baseball values, and all thatr* Safety patrol leaders* 
Nununer canip:* We have a sunnner day camp in Philadelphia each 
year. The .\AA Cilub is in the toretront there. They even provide 
personnel ser\ ices {or us. 

Dt» you have demonstrations by police and sch(H)l crussinR guard 
when tlu*> ct)me in {o >our schools:* Do you serve hot chocolate on ver 
xold ilavsr We use- a standard ol 20 decrees or lower. 1 have school 
servi lu»t chocolate to the kids alter they couie in. 

BI S PMHOKS AKK \Ki:i)i:i) TODAY AS WKLL 

Do \ou ore.ani/e Bus Patrols.-' There is a )Lirc»ater need for that as you 
^o altiuu Do \iiXi in\ol\e the parents, do you have officer tnnninK 
prourams. do \ou ha\c* cadet patrols tor younuer children to devel- 
opr Do vtni haxe bi^ Kuumunily relations programs? I wish I could 
describe some t»i the details of each of these, but I just don't have the 
tnncv 

I could take hours to talk to you about patrols. You have to believe 
in wha; y«>u arc doinu Be competitive with every other thing that the 
school and cliiklr^M) do. What s the definition of a competitors* Some- 
l)odv once detincnl competitor as one who goes through a revolving 
door in back iA v»>u b\jt comes out ahead, which means that you really 
have to Work on vour program and make it meaningful in the sch(K>l. 

A safetv patrol learns many things in addition to the ideal of safety 
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and aa idnit provoiition Tatrol work is excellent citi/onship (raining, 
as I said Uvlorv. toachitm svll-reliaiur mm rvs|)(>nsif>ilit> and the fm>- 
tiVtioii i>t others. And I rofK?at, it has |m>\cd as sahiahle in the devt^l- 
ofMuent of j»(»(»d iharaoter and riti/enship as it has proveci oHectiw in 
saxinu h\es. Yes. the siluml safety patrol does fit into today's educa- 
ti(uial system. 

P VmoI.S AHK cniLDHKN IN RKSPONSIBLK ACTF v 

I \Vi)uld Uke to (|uote from Clare Tree Major: AVoulf set your 
nau>e amorm stars aiui write it larqe upon !he hearts of |;. ^ children':* 
The\ will rernenif)er. ! Ia\e you (hean)ed of a newer and happier world? 
Tell th<^ children. They will build it for yon. Have you a word fcrr pcnir, 
f)hnd, stMPihliuji^ humankind:' Then uive it not to stopid, hlnnderini^ 
men: i^ive it hi tlie ehikjren. to their elear, untroubled m ads it wiP 
retled itseit a tliousandtoid and someday phue itself ui)on a mountain 
fop/' 

Mrs Hutli Sayre. who is a member of the i'resi<h»nt\ (:<»mfn)ltee on 
IMIlii Satetv. eonclude<l a three day eonferenee-The President's 
( :<»ntererKv in Atlantie City - bv telling a story which 1 should like t.) 
repeat. A little Italiai* \i!lajL;e had been bombed durin>^ the war. and 
a statue of Chrivt had been d .^stroyod. The people of the little village 
gathered together and tried to put the statue back to^eth(T a^ain. 
When the\ looked in the muddle, they found all of the pieces exc ept 
the hands ol Chris*, and they were cpiite concerned because the statue 
was not complete. So. }lenry the Priest said to them, AVe do n(4 nee<l 
the hands, after all he has hands. There are <miy your hands tf> do the 
work in \Uv world. * 

PAIROI.S IlKIIJ-cr I CAN" PHILOSOPHY 

And so. iti conclusion, let me say this. We have a job to do in the 
salety patrol work throuji^hout America that is vital- vital as life itself. 
We kncm you can a id will continue to do the job that y<iu are pres- 
ently doin^. If it seer.: .lifficult, perhaps you wouhj like u> remenjber 
a bulletin boar<l that 1 observed at Dobbins Technical Hi^ih SvhiuA. 
Tlie caption said: * It s (;reat To Be An American.'* And then below it 
said: • HememlKT That The Last four LettiTs Of The Won] Ameri< an 
Spell 1 C.W. ' .\nd 1 know vou can. Corf jnue with your safety pa .ol 
work and improxe as you ^oalonu. And sol say toytm 'hats off to the 
past, you vedone a ver> fine job, but 'coaisoff Ui the future. 
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This s|K'wli was prt sontod at \hv AAA Sclh ol Safety Patrol Workshop 
at Williarnshuru. Virginia in juK 197 1 . 

Dr. Dahbor W. Kralovec lias been Dirot tor ol the Divisioi- ot Safety 
\ K<iiiiati<»ti of the Philadelphia Puhlie ScIuh)! System since 19{i0. He is 
i theeurretit l^ esident ul the IVnnsylvania Keileratioii of Safety (Councils 
and was a lueniher nf the B<»ard ot Directors of the National Safety 
(lounri! He is also the (.hairnian «»f the S(h<»ols Advisory C^onmiittee 
on Saletv lor Philadelphia l^ihlie Sc hools and of the School Section of 
The Satetv (Council ot t Greater Phihuielphia. 
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